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so for to.: in like manner since there is the i
desire of eternal life,, eternal life there must be.
answer to this is patent on the very surface of the
subject. It is unnecessary to go into any recondite
considerations concerning instincts, or to discuss
whether the desire in question is an instinct or not.
Granting that wherever there is an instinct there
exists something such as that instinct demands, can it
be affirmed that this something exists in boundless
quantity, or sufficient to satisfy the infinite craving
of human desires? "What is called the desire of
eternal life is simply the desire of life; and does
there not exist that which, this desire calls for ? Is
there not life ? And is not the instinct, if it be an
instinct, gratified by the possession and preservation
of life ? To suppose that the desire of life guarantees
to us personally the reality of life through all
eternity, is like supposing that the desire of food
assures us that we shall always have as much as we
can eat through our whole lives and as much longer
as we can conceive our lives to be protracted to.

The argument from tradition or the general belief
of the human race, if we accept it as a guide to our
own belief, must be accepted entire: if so we are
bound to believe that the souls of human beings not
only survive after death but show themselves as
ghosts to the living; for we find no people who
have had the one belief without the other. Indeed